
Djeera
Teaching & Learning 

Overview

Stage One



Copyright
© I l l awar ra  Loca l  Abor ig ina l  Land Counci l   2023

This  resource  has  been produced by  the  I l l awar ra  Loca l  Abor ig ina l  Land Counci l  ( ILALC) wi th  the  

suppor t  of  the  Loca l  Knowledge Holders  who have vo luntar i ly  contr ibuted the i r  Ind igenous Cul tura l  

Inte l lectua l  Proper ty ( ICIP) .  Copyr ight  i s  shared between ILALC and Knowledge Holders  who have 

contr ibuted as  tenants  in  common in  equa l  shares. The des ign  e lements  tha t  appear  in  the  document  a re  

the  ICIP of  Nico le  Arch iba ld & Coomaditchie  Uni ted Abor ig ina l  Corporat ion. All  ICIP remains the  

sole  proper ty of  the  Knowledge Holder who provided i t .  

Except  as  a l lowed under  the  Copyr ight  Act  1968 no par t  of  th i s  document  may be  copied,  t ransmit ted,  

publ ished,  or  otherwise  dea l t  wi th  in  any  for m wi thout  per miss ion in  wr i t ing  f rom I l lawar ra  Loca l  

Abor ig ina l  Land Counci l ,  the  Knowledge Holder/s  and the  owners  of  copyr ight  in  images  or  other  

matter  in  tha t  par t  of  the  document .

Pre-ex i s t ing  copyr ight  in  images  and other  matter  i s  acknowledged where  appropr iate.  A l though a  

reasonable effor t  has  been made to  obta in per miss ion to  reproduce copyr ight  mater i a l ,  ILALC does  not  

war rant  tha t  per miss ion has  been obta ined in  a l l  cases.  A l l  sources  of  images  i s  ILALC unless  otherwise  

s ta ted .



Warning: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people should be 

aware that this teaching and learning resource may contain images, 

voices and names of  deceased persons. 

3



Acknowledgements
The teach ing and learning exper iences  in  th i s  un i t  of  work  would not  have  been poss ib le  wi thout  the  

suppor t  of  the  Abor ig ina l  communi ty who speak for  Djeera .  They ho ld the  knowledge sys tems,  s tor ies,  

and  connect ions that  these  l earn ing exper iences  depend upon.  A deep respect  for  these  cu l tura l  pract ices  

and knowledges  underpins  the  pedag og y beh ind th i s  resource.  We thank these  Knowledge Holders  for  

generous ly  shar ing  the i r  v ibrant  l iv ing cu l ture,  her i tage,  and t ime in  the  hopes of  fos ter ing  meaningfu l  

respect  for  Djeera  in  the  future  genera t ions  of  the  I l lawar ra .  

We acknowledge and respect  them as the  pr imar y Knowledge Holders for  Djeera and ask that  

anyone who uses this  resource do the same.  

People f rom the  I l lawar ra  reg ion se l f - ident i fy  as  Wadi  Wadi (Wodi Wodi ) ,  Eloura ,  Dharawa l  and/or Yuin .  

The I l lawar ra  Loca l  Abor ig ina l  Land Counci l  ( ILALC) would l ike  to  recognise and pay  respect  to  a l l  Wadi  

Wadi (Wodi Wodi ) ,  Eloura ,  Dharawa l and Yuin people  as  the  Cul tura l  Custod ians  of  the  Countr y  tha t  th i s  

teach ing and learning resource  has  been produced on .  We recognise the i r  cont inuing  connect ion to  the  

l and,  waters  and sk ies  and thank them for  protect ing  Djeera  and her  ecosys tems s ince  t ime immemor ia l .  

We pay  our  respects  to  Elders  pas t  and present  and extend that  respect to  a l l  F i r s t  Nat ions  people us ing  

th i s  resource.  We thank a l l  Abor ig ina l  communi ty  members  who are  provid ing  l eadership in  the  wider  

communi ty,  par t i cu la r ly  in  the  space  of  educat ion.  

We would a l so  l ike to  acknowledge and thank Nico le  Archiba ld & Coomaditchie  Uni ted Aborig ina l  

Corporat ion for  the  beaut i ful  a r twork that  appears  in  th i s  resource  and AIATSIS for  the i r  fund ing and 

suppor t  of  th i s  pro ject .

4



Contents
Before You Begin

About  th is  Resource  9

How to  use  th is  Resource 10

Protocols  of  Use 11

Signi f icance  of  Djeera 12-13

Teaching Considera t ions  & Language Use 14-15

Key Concepts  (Glossar y) 16-17

Fur ther  Reading & Infor mation 18

Teaching & Learning  Sequences  19  - 21

Learning Sequence 1

Five Is land Dreaming

Teaching & Learning  Over view 23

Cur r iculum Mapping 24  - 25

Assessment Oppor tuni t ies  26

Required  Texts  27

Lear ning Experiences

1 .  On-Countr y  Yarn ing                               28 - 31

2 .  Tab leaux 32 - 35

3 .  Where ’s  Djeera?  36 - 41

4.  Yarning  Circ le  42 - 47

5.  S is ter  Bonds  48 - 52

6.  Tinker,  Crea te & Share 53 - 57

5



Contents

6

Learning Sequence 2

Countr y Connection

Teaching & Learning  Over view 59

Cur r iculum Mapping 60  - 61

Assessment Oppor tuni t ies  62

Required  Texts 63

Lear ning Experiences

1.  On-Countr y Explora t ion 64  -66

2.  Ephemera l  Ar t  67  - 70

3.  Mindful ly  Connect  71  - 75

4.  My Grandma 76 -79

5.  Car ing  For  Countr y 80  - 83

6.  Reconnect  Adver t 84  - 87

Learning Sequence 3

Mapping Countr y

Teaching & Learning  Over view 89

Cur r iculum Mapping 90  -92

Assessment Oppor tuni t ies  93

Required  Texts  94

Lear ning Experiences

1.  On-Countr y Explora t ion  95  - 97

2.  Maps Explorat ion 98 - 102

3.  Ground Map Creat ion 103 - 107

4.  Ground Mapping My Specia l  Place 108 - 111

5.  Ar t  Mapping 112 - 115



Contents

7

Learning Sequence 4

Living and Lear ning With Countr y

Teaching  & Learning  Over view 117

Cur r iculum Mapping  118 - 119

Assessment Oppor tuni t ies  120

Required  Texts  121

Lear ning Experiences

1.  On-Countr y Explora t ion 122 - 125

2.  Native  Plant  Spotto 126 - 128

3.  Gunyah STEM Chal lenge 129 - 132

4.  Bush School  Ref lec t ion  133 - 135

5.  Gunyah Procedure 136 - 139

6.  Bush Food Mix & Match 140 - 144

7.  Watt le  Seed  Hot Chocola tes 145 - 147

Appendix

Preposi t ional  Phrases  Marking  Cr i ter ia 149

Yarning Prompt 150

Glowing & Growing Visua l 151

Tinker,  Crea te  & Share  Marking  Cr i ter ia  152

Descr ip t ion Marking  Cr i ter ia  153

Ephemeral  Ar t 154

Adver t  Marking  Cr i ter ia 155

Nat ive  Plant  Spotto (d ig i ta l ) 156

Nat ive  Plant  Spotto (hard  copy) 157

Procedure  Marking Cr i ter ia 158

Wattle  Seed  Hot Chocolate  Recipe 159

Nat ive  Plants  Cards 160 - 161



Before 

You Begin



About This Resource

This is  a  place-based teaching and lear ning resource centered around Djeera (Mt Keira).  I t  has been 

designed to be implemented in the  I l lawar ra region for  Stage One students in  conjunction with on-

Countr y lear ning faci l i tated by a  Local  Knowledge Holder .  

The teach ing and learning exper iences  out l ined in  th i s  resource  encourage  s tudents  to  exp lore  the  cu l tura l  

s ignif icance of  Djeera  (and the  connected cu l tura l  l andscape)  to  the  Dharawa l  speaking  peoples  of  the  

I l lawar ra  and South  Coas t  through a  range  of  Abor ig ina l  and Western pedag ogies.  When used  in  conjunct ion 

wi th  a  Loca l  Knowledge Holder,  t he  resource  prov ides  a  s tage -appropr ia te  ins ight in to  loca l  contemporar y  

and h i s tor ic  connect ions,  cu l tura l  pract ices,  and  knowledge sys tems.  

The resource has  deta i led ,  s tudent -centered l earning  exper iences  tha t  can  be  d i f ferent ia ted to  su i t  d i f ferent  

l earners.  They can be  taught  as  s tand -a lone l earning  exper iences  or  l inked to  for m an in teg ra ted un i t  of  work

across  severa l  Key Learn ing  Areas.

You wi l l  not ice tha t  l earning  in tent ions appear  a t  t imes  but  a re  not  inc luded for  ever y l earning  exper ience.  

They have  been inc luded for  the  teach ing of  spec i f ic  Engl ish and maths  content ,  but  a re  not  inc luded for  any  

cu l tura l  content ,  as  i t  i s  not  the  ro le  of  the  teacher  to  share th i s  wi th  s tudents,  but  the  Loca l  Knowledge 

Holder.  

The teach ing and learning exper iences  in  th i s  resource have  been crea ted us ing  infor mation from h is tor ica l  

arch iva l  records and ora l  h i s tor y accounts,  researched and co l la ted by  the  ILALC.

9



How to use this Resource

This  resource  employs  the  Abor ig ina l  pedag og y of  p lace -based learning.  Al l  teach ing and learning  

exper iences  a re  in tr ins ica l ly  l inked to  Djeera  and the  sur rounding cu l tura l  l andscape.  As  such ,  for  

s tudents  to  fu l l y  understand and apprec iate  the  inc luded learning  exper iences  i t  i s  cr i t ica l  tha t  a l l  

s tudents  have  a t  l eas t  one on -Countr y exper ience.

To avo id perpetuat ing  har mful  s tereotypes  i t  i s  cr uc ia l  tha t  s tudents  l earn  f rom and wi th  Abor ig ina l  

people,  not  on ly  about  Abor ig ina l  people.  I t  i s  the  wish  of  the  Abor ig ina l  communi ty  who speak  for  

Djeera ,  tha t  an  Abor ig ina l  Knowledge Holder  be  involved in  the  de l iver y  of  one or  more  of  the  teach ing 

and learning exper iences  in  th i s  resource.  We recommend involv ing a  Knowledge Holder  or  Aborig ina l  

Educat ion Off icer  in  the  ta i lor ing  and implementa t ion of  a l l  l earning  exper iences  i f  poss ib le.  I t  i s  not  

the  ro le  of  a  non -Aborig ina l  teacher  to  teach Abor ig ina l  cu l ture.  Rather  th i s  resource wi l l  he lp  teachers  

to  re inforce  the  l earnings  fac i l i ta ted by  a  Loca l  Knowledge Holder  on -Countr y.   

ILALC reques ts  that  a l l  schools  and educators  show respect  for  the  Ind igenous Cul tura l  and Inte l lec tua l  

Proper ty inc luded in  th i s  resource  by  fo l lowing the  Protocols  of  Use on the  next  page.  
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Please contact the Illawarra Local Aboriginal Land Council (02 4226 3338) for 

help organising a Local Knowledge Holder to co -faci l i tate the crit ical  on -Country 

learning experience for your students.  A bush tucker lunch/recess for the day may 

also be able to be organised (  at  an addit ional cost) .



Protocols of Use

1. This  resource  must  be  used  in  conjunct ion wi th  a t  l eas t  one on -Countr y  l earning exper ience.

2 . On-Countr y  l ea rning  exper iences  must  be  co-fac i l i ta ted wi th  a  communi ty  approved Loca l  Knowledge 

Holder.

3. A Loca l  Knowledge Holder  or  Abor ig ina l  Educat ion Off icer  should be  involved in  the  ta i lor ing  and 

implementa t ion of  a l l  l earning  exper iences  where  poss ib le.

4 . Non-Abor ig ina l  teachers  a re  not  to  a t tempt to  teach  Abor ig ina l  cu l ture.  I t  i s  the i r  ro le  to  he lp  

deepen s tudents ’  unders tanding of  what  has  been shared wi th  the  c lass  by  the  Knowledge Holder.

5. Any Ind igenous  Cul tura l  and  Inte l lectua l  Proper ty  shared by  Knowledge Holders  wi th  

s tudents/schools  remains  the  Inte l lectua l  Proper ty of  the  Knowledge Holder  and i s  not  to  be  shared 

in  the  publ ic  domain wi thout  the  exp l ic i t  per miss ion of  the  Knowledge Holder.  
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Significance of Djeera 

To the  Wadi  Wadi (Wodi Wodi ) ,  Eloura ,  Dharawa l  and Yuin peoples,  Djeera  and the  Five  Is l ands ho ld deep 

fami ly  and k inship  connect ions embodied through the  memor ies  and l ives  of  people  and communi ty,  

extend ing through t ime to  the  Ances tors  tha t  crea ted  th i s  par t  of Countr y.  Djeera  and the  Five  Is l ands are  

themse lves  the  embodiment  of  Ancestra l  Be ings.  

Cont inuing  cu l tura l  pract ices,  in terwoven wi th  the  l and have been mainta ined for  a  mi l lennium at  Djeera  by  

the  Wadi  Wadi (Wodi Wodi ) ,  Eloura ,  Dharawa l  and Yuin peoples.  Djeera  i s  par t  of  an  in terconnected network 

of  Dreaming and learning  t racks/ pathways  l inking  her  wi th  other  s ignif icant  p laces  and s i tes  between the  

Hawkesbur y River  in  the  nor th  and the  Victor ian border  to  the  south .  These  t racks/pathways fac i l i ta ted 

soc ia l ,  ceremonia l ,  economic and educat ional  networks tha t  l ink Countr y and people.  Djeera  i s  a  s ignif icant  

l earning  po int  or  s topping po int  a long the  nor th - to-south l earning  t rack/pathway. Djeera  i s  a l so assoc iated 

with  scared women’s  ceremony,  food and medic ine ga ther ing ,  and craf t  and too l  mak ing.

Djeera  i s  va lued for  her  natura l  e lements,  inc luding the  bush ,  ra infores t ,  p lants,  an imals,  rocks,  t rees  and 

s treams.  These  are  a l l  of  h igh s ignif icance and the  Abor ig ina l  communi ty  va lues  the  connectedness  of  

ever ything.  I t  i s  a l l  one s tor y.
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The sp i r i tua l  and mater i a l  s ignif icance of  Djeera  i s  jus t  as  impor tant  to  the  Wadi  Wadi (Wodi Wodi ) ,  Eloura ,  

Dharawal  and Yuin peoples  today  as  i t  has  been for  the  thousands of  genera t ions  that  came before  them.  She 

i s  regarded by  many in  the  loca l  Abor ig ina l  communi ty  as  indicat ive of  the i r  cu l ture and a  symbol  of  

s t rength.  Djeera  cont inues  to  be  used  to  th i s  day  by  the  Dharawa l  speaking peoples  of  the  I l lawar ra ,  and  

others  who have made th i s  Countr y home.  The mounta in i s  v i s i ted to  connect  wi th  and be  on -Countr y,  which  

i s  fundamenta l  to  the i r  ident i ty,  cu l ture,  hea th  and wel l -be ing as  Abor ig ina l  people.  The mounta in a l so  

cont inues to  be  used  for  resource  ga ther ing ,  recreat ion,  cu l tura l  ac t iv i t ies,  cu l tura l  pract ice,  educat ional  

act iv i t ies  and shar ing  cu l ture  wi th  the  broader  communi ty.   
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