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Abowt Thusy Resowrce

This is a place-based teaching and learning resource centered around Djeera (Mt Keira). It has been
designed to be implemented in the Illawarra region for Stage One students in conjunction with on-
Country learning facilitated by a LLocal Knowledge Holder.

The teaching and learning experiences outlined in this resource encourage students to explore the cultural
significance of Djeera (and the connected cultural landscape) to the Dharawal speaking peoples of the
Illawarra and South Coast through a range of Aboriginal and Western pedagogies. When used in conjunction
with a Local Knowledge Holder, the resource provides a stage-appropriate insight into local contemporary
and historic connections, cultural practices, and knowledge systems.

The resource has detailed, student-centered learning experiences that can be differentiated to suit different
learners. They can be taught as stand-alone learning experiences or linked to form an integrated unit of work
across several Key Learning Areas.

You will notice that learning intentions appear at times but are not included for every learning experience.
They have been included for the teaching of specific English and maths content, but are not included for any

cultural content, as it is not the role of the teacher to share this with students, but the Local Knowledge
Holder.

The teaching and learning experiences in this resource have been created using information from historical
archival records and oral history accounts, researched and collated by the ILALC.
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This resource employs the Aboriginal pedagogy of place-based learning. All teaching and learning
experiences are intrinsically linked to Djeera and the surrounding cultural landscape. As such, for

students to fully understand and appreciate the included learning experiences it is critical that all
students have at least one on-Country experience.

To avoid perpetuating harmful stereotypes it is crucial that students learn from and with Aboriginal
people, not only about Aboriginal people. It is the wish of the Aboriginal community who speak for
Djeera, that an Aboriginal Knowledge Holder be involved in the delivery of one or more of the teaching
d learning experiences in this resource. We recommend involving a Knowledge Holder or Aboriginal
ducation Officer in the tailoring and implementation of all learning experiences if possible. It is not
he role of a non-Aboriginal teacher to teach Aboriginal culture. Rather this resource will help teachers
to reinforce the learnings facilitated by a Local Knowledge Holder on-Country.

ILALC requests that all schools and educators show respect for the Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual
Property included in this resource by following the Protocols of Use on the next page.
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wmy of Use

A 1.

2.

This resource must be used in conjunction with at least one on-Country learning experience.

On-Country learning experiences must be co-facilitated with a community approved Local Knowledge
Holder.

A Local Knowledge Holder or Aboriginal Education Officer should be involved in the tailoring and
implementation of all learning experiences where possible.

Non-Aboriginal teachers are not to attempt to teach Aboriginal culture. It is their role to help

deepen students’ understanding of what has been shared with the class by the Knowledge Holder.

Any Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual Property shared by Knowledge Holders with

students/schools remains the Intellectual Property of the Knowledge Holder and is not to be shared
in the public domain without the explicit permission of the Knowledge Holder.
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Syynmifrcance of Djeer
To the Wadi Wadi (Wodi Wodi), Eloura, Dharawal and Yuin peoples, Djeera and the Five Islands hold deep
tamily and kinship connections embodied through the memories and lives of people and community,

extending through time to the Ancestors that created this part of Country. Djeera and the Five Islands are

themselves the embodiment of Ancestral Beings.

Continuing cultural practices, interwoven with the land have been maintained for a millennium at Djeera by

the Wadi Wadi (Wodi Wodi), Eloura, Dharawal and Yuin peoples. Djeera is part of an interconnected network

of Dreaming and learning tracks/ pathways linking her with other significant places and sites between the
Hawkesbury River in the north and the Victorian border to the south. These tracks/pathways facilitated
social, ceremonial, economic and educational networks that link Country and people. Djeera is a significant
learning point or stopping point along the north-to-south learning track/pathway. Djeera is also associated

with scared women’s ceremonyv, food and medicine gathering, and craft and tool making.
Y, g 2, g

Djeera is valued for her natural elements, including the bush, rainforest, plants, animals, rocks, trees and
streams. These are all of high significance and the Aboriginal community values the connectedness of

everything. It is all one story.
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The spiritual and material significance of Djeera is just as important to the Wadi Wadi (Wodi Wodi), Eloura,
Dharawal and Yuin peoples today as it has been for the thousands of generations that came before them. She
is regarded by many in the local Aboriginal community as indicative of their culture and a symbol of
strength. Djeera continues to be used to this day by the Dharawal speaking peoples of the Illawarra, and
others who have made this Country home. The mountain is visited to connect with and be on-Country, which
is fundamental to their identity, culture, heath and well-being as Aboriginal people. The mountain also
continues to be used for resource gathering, recreation, cultural activities, cultural practice, educational

activities and sharing culture with the broader community.
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